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NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT DOES NOT CONSTITUTE SPECIFIC STANDARDS ADVICE AND MAY NOT BE SUITABLE FOR 
ALL SITUATIONS 

1. What Is A Custom Playspace? 

Custom playspaces are areas or sites that are bespoke or specifically tailored to an area. 
These types of  playspaces regularly involve significant site preparation to meet the intended design 
requirements. 

As such these playspaces provide different challenges when compared with installations of  single 
elements within existing playspaces.  

2. General Design Challenges For Custom Play areas: 

The main difference between custom and non-custom playspaces is the use of  custom elements that 
are manufactured/installed on site or elements that are not supplied with certification.  

Generally custom elements are more difficult to specify on detailed documentation. This means that 
there may be compliance issues that can not be identified during the design review phase. 
The best example of  this would be detailing boulder or rock areas within a nature play area within 
a site. 

While it is possible to show the location of  the boulders and even the minimum spacing between 
adjacent elements, it is difficult to show the actual shape of  the boulders. 

Designers should provide specifications for custom elements which are broad enough to cover 
compliance requirements while still maintaining the intended design. 

For example; 

An area containing boulders without impact attenuating surfacing could have the following 
specification; 

‘Boulders to be installed less than 600mm above the finished surface level and should be spaced 
either closer than 30mm or greater than 300mm apart’ 

This provides the installer with a clear set of  parameters. They know that the boulders are to not 
exceed a specific height due to fallzone and impact attenuation requirements and that they need to 
be a specific distance away from adjacent boulders to prevent foot entrapment. 

Ideally designs should contain tolerances to allow for flexibility on site during construction. This 
allows the design intent to be maintained while ensuring compliance can be provided. 
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3. Compliance Requirements of  design: 

1. Commercially available elements are supplied with Certification of  Conformity  to AS 
4685:2014 and any other applicable standards of  the Design. 

2. Custom elements are assessed as compliant with AS 4685:2014 and any other applicable 
standards. 

3. Certification of  Conformity to the structural requirements for commercially available elements 
to AS 4685:2014 and other applicable standards. 

4. Certification of  Conformity for surfacing system to AS 4422:2016. 

4.  Compliance Requirements upon installation:  

1. Certification of  Conformity for wetpour/ Rubber surfacing which is “pour in place” 
confirming installed surface satisfies the requirements of  AS 4422:2016 at time of  
installation.** 

2. Certification of  Conformity upon installation to AS 4685:2014 to ensure installation meets the 
requirements of  the design certificate.  

5.  Compliance Requirements for ongoing maintenance:  

1. Routine inspection is to be undertaken daily by a competent person who has received 
specialised training in inspection. 

2. Monthly operational inspections are to be undertaken every 1-3 Months by a competent 
person who has received specialised training in inspection. 

3. Annual Comprehensive inspections should be conducted at intervals not greater than 12 
Months. 

4. Impact testing of  synthetic impact attenuating surfacing to be undertaken every 3 years as per 
AS 4422:2016. 

**NOTE: (page 4, pgh 1 of  AS 4422:2016.) This does not include tile or factory pad type systems which are pre-
certified and quality controlled.
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